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A Strong Eeonomv Dominates the Farm Crisis 
Charles Lamphear 
continuing strong momentum in the state's economy 
is outpacing the adverse effects of depressed farm 
mmodity prices, especially in the metro counties. In 
the latest Nebraska Quarterly Business Conditions Survey 
(NQBCS) 41 percent of the respondents statewide indi-
cated that 2nd quarter 1999 revenues exceeded year-ago 
levels, which is statistically unchanged from the 1997-1998 
quarterly average (Table 1). Only 28 percent reported 2nd 
quarter 1999 revenues below year-ago levels; this too, is 
statistically unchanged from the 1997-1998 quarterly aver-
age. 
Table 1 
Revenue Activity, by Industry Group 
Metro businesses are doing better than their 
nonmetro counterparts. Forty-nine percent of the metro 
businesses reported 2nd quarter 1999 reven ues above year-
ago levels, which is statistically similar to the 1997-1998 
quarterly average (Table 2). Thirty-four percent of the 
nonmetro businesses reported 2nd quarter 1999 revenues 
above year-ago levels, which is about equal to the 1998 
quarterly average but approximately 8 percentage points 
below the 1997 quarterly average. The metro/nonmetro 
difference in business revenues likely is due to the longer-
term trend in the economic growth gap between metro and 
non metro counties than the current farm crisis. 
1997,1998, and 1st and 2nd Quarters 1999 (percent) 
.. T .. T 
All Industries 48 26 42 27 44 
Manufacturing 55 24 39 31 46 
Wholesale Trade 47 26 38 36 36 
Retail Trade 43 29 43 26 47 
FIRE1 59 18 53 18 47 
TCU2 59 22 46 20 52 
Services 49 25 46 23 47 
Other 42 23 31 34 34 
Notes:" = Increase in current quarter revenues over year-ago levels. 
T = Decrease in current quarter revenues over year-ago levels. 
1Finance, Insurance, and Real Estate 
2Transportation, Communications, and Utilities 
.. T 
27 41 28 
30 46 30 
41 29 47 
23 44 26 
19 38 22 
20 40 21 
27 45 23 
29 38 27 
Table 2 
Revenue Activity, by Region 
latest survey results indicate 
that the farm crisis is affecting 
1997,1998, and 1- and 2'111 Quarters 1999 (percent) only a small number of other non metro businesses. 
Metro Counties 1 
All Industries 51 26 46 24 
Manufacturing 58 25 44 27 
Wholesale Trade 47 30 45 27 
Retail Trade 43 31 44 26 
FIRE2 71 14 54 21 
TCU3 65 19 52 18 
Services 53 24 47 23 
Other 40 25 45 22 
Nonmetro Counties 
All Industries 46 25 38 29 
Manufacturing 52 23 35 33 
Wholesale Trade 48 23 32 42 
Retail Trade 42 29 42 26 
FIRE2 45 22 51 15 
TCU3 55 24 41 21 
Services 42 27 46 23 
Other 45 21 23 38 
Notes: ... = Increase in current quarter revenues over year-ago levels. 
T = Decrease in current quarter revenues over year-ago levels. 
'Cass, Douglas, Lancaster, Sarpy, and Washington Counties 
' Finance, Insurance, and Real Estate 
'Transportation, Communications, and Utilities 
The current farm crisis is adding to the difficulties of 
some nonmetro businesses, especially those that serve local 
markets. So far, most of the impact has been limited to the 
wholesale trade sector. The wholesale trade sector includes 
farm implement dealers and grain handlers. Only 21 percent 
of the non metro respondents forthis sector reported gains in 
2nd quarter 1999 revenues over year-ago levels (Table 2). 
Moreover, 57 percent of the non metro respondents for 
wholesale trade reported a decline in 2nd quarter 1999 rev-
enues overyear-ago levels. That is the highest rate of decline 
for any business group covered in the survey since the 
NQBCS was started twelve quarters ago. Forthe Panhandle 
region, 68 percent of the respondents for wholesale trade 
reported 2nd quarter 1999 revenues below year-ago levels 
(not shown). The rate was the same for the Central region, 
followed by Mid Plains (55%), Southeast (54%), and North-
east (48%). Only 9 percent ofthe respondents from the Mid 
Plains region reported 2nd quarter 1999 wholesale trade 
revenues above year-ago levels. 
The first indication that the effects of the farm crisis 
had spread beyond the wholesale trade sector was observed 
in the 3m quarter 1998 NQBCS results. Furtherfindings were 
observed in the 4th quarter 1998 survey results. However, the 
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There are a number of pos-
sible explanations why the 
impact of the farm crisis has 
not spread to many other 
nonmetro businesses. Most 
farmers did not cut back on 
operating expenses during the 
planting and growing seasons. 
Because of the expected high 
yields, it is unlikely that they 
will be able to cut back on 
operating expenses during 
harvest time. Second , the 
strong national economy has 
benefited both urban and rural 
businesses that market nation-
ally. For example, 41 percent 
of the nonmetro respondents 
for manufacturing reported 2nd 
quarter 1999 revenues above 
year-ago levels, which is only 
slightly below the metro rate. A 
third factor is fixed income. 
Somewhere between 70 to 85 
percent of non metro personal 
income represents fixed in-
come, meaning income that is 
not tied to the current de-
pressed farm economy. Major 
examples of fixed incomes are 
transfer payments, e.g., Social Security payments, earnings 
from interest and dividends, and wages and salaries for gov-
ernment workers. Since approximately three out of every four 
dollars of nonmetro personal income is unaffected by farming, 
most rural businesses likely will not experience any significant 
impact from the current farm crisis. 
Turning to job growth, an estimated 19,179 new full-
time jobs were added to the state's nonfarm private sector 
employment base during 2nd quarter 1999, which is statistically 
equal to the 1998 quarterly average but somewhat below the 
1997 quarterly average (Table 3). Approximately 57 percent of 
the new full-time jobs occurred in the five metro counties, which 
is statistically eq ual to the quarterly average for the 1997-1998 
period. Statewide, 61 percent of the new full-time hires were 
blue-collar jobs (not shown). The rate was much higher for the 
non metro regions at 72 percent. Fifty-three percent of new full-
time hires in the metro counties were blue-collar jobs. 
An estimated 6,063 new part-time jobs were added 
during 2nd quarter 1999, bringing the total new job growth forthe 
quarter to 25,242 (not shown). That level of growth is impres-
sive, especially in light of the state's very low unemployment 
rate and its very high labor force participation rate. Certainly, it 
is persuasive evidence of a continuing strong economy. 
Business in Nebraska (BIN) 
Table 3 
Full-time Job Hires 
1997,1998, and 1st and 2nd Quarters 19991 
New Job Hires 
Metro2 13,548 11,415 7,519 10,839 
Nonmetro 9,595 6,642 3,707 8,340 
State 23,143 18,057 11,226 19,179 
Replacement Hires 
Metro2 18,127 22,412 20,766 22,392 
Nonmetro 12,712 11,228 11,780 12,671 
State 30,839 33,640 32,546 35,063 
'State estimates based on Nebraska Quarterly Business Conditions Survey (NQBCS) results since 1997 
2Cass, Douglas, Lancaster, Sarpy, and Washington Counties 
The state estimate offull-time replacement hires for 
2nd quarter 1999 is 35,063, which is statistically equal to the 
1997-1998 quarterly average (Table 3). Approximately 64 
percent of the full-time replacement hires occurred in the 
metro counties. In addition, an estimated 18,566 part-time 
replacement hires occurred during 2nd quarter (not shown). 
Sixty-five percent of the part-time replacement hires repre-
sent service worker positions. Service worker jobs, especially 
part-time jobs, represent one of the highestturnover occupa-
tions in the state. Businesses that depend on service workers 
are finding it extremely difficult to find qualified workers. The 
tight labor market plus the attraction of other occupational 
Table 4 
opportunities are major reasons for the service worker short-
age. There is no indication that the situation will improve in the 
foreseeable future. 
Most all businesses in the state continue to struggle 
with the problem of qualified workers. The problem is most 
acute in the vocational trades. Statewide, an estimated 11,521 
full-time jobs were unfilled in 2nd quarter 1999 (Table 4). Fifty-
seven percent of these unfilled jobs represent blue-collar jobs. 
Respondents indicate that nearly half of the unfilled full-time 
jobs were not filled because of a lack of qualified applicants. 
In addition, 4,155 part-time jobs were unfilled during 2nd 
quarter (not shown). Half of these unfilled jobs represent 
service worker jobs. 
Total Full-time Unfilled Positions and Positions Unfilled Due to Lack of Qualified Applicants 
2nd Quarter 19991 
Executives/Administrators 230 107 192 92 38 15 
Managers 636 261 506 223 130 38 
Professional Specialists 1,832 1,050 1,449 797 383 253 
Marketing/Sales 1,127 636 790 582 337 54 
Administrative Support/Clerical 1,150 322 1,066 276 84 46 
Service Workers 2,024 974 1,150 644 874 330 
TransportationlMaterial Movers 682 115 138 69 544 46 
Production/Craft/Repair 1,686 874 1,364 721 322 153 
Operators/Fabricators/Laborers 2,154 1,142 1,288 721 866 421 
Total 11,521 5,481 7,943 4,125 3,578 1,356 
'State estimates based on 1st quarter 1999 Nebraska Quarterly Business Conditions Survey (NOBCS) 
2Cass, Douglas, Lancaster, Sarpy, and Washington Counties 
Business in Nebraska (BIN) September 1999 
Second quarter 1999 wages by occupation for both 
full-time new position hires and replacement hires are sum-
marized in Table 5. In general, for both metro and nonmetro 
counties, wages for new positions exceed those for replace-
ment hires. Furthermore, metro wages, on average, exceed 
comparable nonmetrowages. Table6 summarizes wages for 
new full-time blue-collar jobs for 1997 and 1998. Hourly 
wages in the Omaha MSA have been averaging nearly $4 an 
hour above the nonmetro average. This considerable wage 
differential amounts to an $8,000 annual salary difference, 
which presents a very strong incentive for blue-collar workers 
to migrate to the Omaha area. 
The 2 .... quarter 1999 NQBCS represents nearly 1 ,400 
businesses with a combined employment of approxi-
mately 100,000 workers . The survey is limited to 
nonfarm private sector establishments. It is almost 
evenly split between metro and nonmetro county es-
tablishments. The metro counties are Cass, Douglas, 
Lancaster, Sarpy, and Washington. NQBCS is the 
only regular statewide gauge of current business 
conditions. Quarterly NQBCS resutts are reported in 
the January, March, June, and September issues of 
Business in Nebraska (BIN). Regional summaries of 
NQBCS results are available on the three internet 
sites shown here. 
• 
Table 5 
Table 6 
Average Hourly Wages for Full-time, New Posi-
tion Hires for Blue-Collar Workers'. by Region 
for 1997 and 1998 
Region 1997 1998 
Metro 
lincoln MSN $9.71 $9.63 
Omaha MSAJ $12.19 $13.16 
Nonmelro 
Central $8.76 $9.68 
Mid-Plains $8.26 $7.85 
Northeast $8.57 $8.82 
Panhandle $8.09 57.38 
Southeast $9.57 $8.16 
'Blue collar wof1(ers include l13nsportalion and material movers; 
produdion, craft, and repair workers; and operators, fabricators, and 
general laborers 
• 
www.bbr.unl.edu 
www.ded..atate.ne.us 
www.dolata.ne.us .... 
Average Hourly Wages for Full-time, New Position and Replacement Hires, by Occupation 
2nd Quarter 1999' 
New Position Hires sm .. I 
.. -
Non_ 
Executives/Administrators $23.17 $24.41 $19,88 
Managers $19.86 $20.53 $18.70 
Professional Specialists $16.93 $17.81 $13.97 
Marketing/Sales $11 .85 $1 3.94 $9.87 
Administrative Support/Clerical $11 .04 $11 .93 $8.85 
Service Workers $8.69 $9.56 $8.19 
TransportationlMaterial Movers $11 .57 $11 .94 $9.23 
ProductioniCraftlRepair $10.96 $11 .22 $10.48 
Operators/FabricatorslLaborers $12.53 $11 .36 $12.97 
Average $12.84 $13.76 $11 .64 
Full-time R.,.cement Hires sm .. ...... Nonmerro 
Executives/Administrators $26.03 $26.47 (D) 
Managers $18.03 $19.01 $1 3.87 
Professional Specialists $16.47 $17.19 $13.46 
Marketing/Sales $9.65 $9.83 $8.50 
Administrative Support/Clerical $9.51 $9.86 $7.72 
Service Workers $7.72 $7.91 $7.41 
TransportationlMaterial Movers $12.89 $10.61 $15.11 
ProductioniCraftlRepair $9.44 $10.53 $7.98 
Operators/FabricatorslLaborers $8.53 $9.01 $8.06 
Average $10.11 $10.84 $8.82 
(D) " Disclosure 
Stplt",btr 1999 BMstllW in N tbrwu (BIN) 
RegionalComposition 
Omaha MSA-Cass, Douglas, Sarpy, and Washington Counties 
Lincoln MSA-Lancasler County 
Northeast-Antelope, Boone, Boyd, Brown, Burt, Cedar, Colfax, 
Cuming, Dakota, Dixon, Dodge, Holt, Keya Paha, 
Knox, Madison, Pierce , Platte, Rock, Stanton, 
Thurston, and Wayne Counties 
Southeasl-Buller, Fillmore, Gage, Jefferson, Johnson, Nemaha, 
Otoe, Pawnee, Polk, Richardson, Saline, Saunders, 
Seward , Thayer, and York Counties 
Central-Adams, Blaine, Buffalo, Clay, Custer, Franklin, Garfield, 
Greeley, Hall, Hamilton, Harlan, Howard, Kearney, Loup, 
Merrick, Nance, Nuckolls, Phelps, Sherman, Valley, 
Webster, and Wheeler Counties 
Mid-Plains-Arthur, Chase, Cherry, Dawson, Dundy, Frontier, 
Furnas, Gasper, Grant, Hayes, Hitchcock, Hooker, 
Keith, Lincoln, logan, McPherson, Perkins, Red Wil-
low, and Thomas Counties 
Panhandle-Banner, Box Bune, Cheyenne, Dawes, Deuel , Gar-
den, Kimball, Morrill, Scotts Bluff, Sheridan, and Sioux 
Counties 
NOBes is a joint project of the Nebraska Departments of 
Economic Development and Labor, and BBR. The following 
individuals contributed to the completion of this report: Phil 
Baker, Jolee Wheatley, Jane Sutherland, and Clarence 
Waldman, Nebraska Department of Labor, Tom Doering and 
Stu Miller, Nebraska Department of Economic Development; 
and David Bennett and Charles lamphear, BBR. 
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Net Taxable Retail Sales* lor Nebraska Cities [$0001 
YTD" YTD " May 1999 YTD Change "5 May 1999 YTD Change vs 
(JOOO) (SOOO) Yr. Ago (SOOO) (SOOO) Yr. Ago 
Ai'Isworth, Brown 1,765 8,127 ~.7 ........ ,"""" ,.. 1 ,~13 < ,2 AI>On, Boone 1m 8,094 ~, 1 KinbaI, Kirrtlal 1,658 8,099 9,5 
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""" ""'" 
356 1,631 2,5 
Alapn;.e. Furnas OX) 3,,," -1 .2 t:::r.l """"" 6,862 33,421 -2.0 ~,w"",,,,, 191 
'" 
6,1 . , lancaster 208.: 964,430 7,5 
• Custer 2<9 1,,," -7.2 louisvle, Cass 2,621 2,5 
AshIarw:l, Sac.nOers 1,324 5,037 0,9 loopC:r.,""""'" 617 3,007 0,9 
Atkft;on, Holt 
'" 
' ,523 .,' lC!' 455 2.081 -2.0 A"""' ...... 2,498 11 ,354 -2.1 1SQIl, Madison 723 3,696 
" AISOra. Hamikln 2,348 12~ < ,' 
'""""" '" W7Iow 
12,075 53,030 0,' 
~~ 65 301 -10.9 """", """'" 703 4.436 1.7 
'" 
1,889 -2.8 Minatare. ScoI!s IIIufI 158 650 -13.2 
Bailie Creek. Madison 519 3,032 • .3 Minden, Kea 1,887 8,448 6,8 
""",,MoriI 386 2,027 -7.1 "-"":::,!,,, 697 3,585 <,7 
"'''''' ~' 10,714 50 .~~ 0.7 MorriI, Scotts BIufI 509 2.229 ~,9 8eaYef C  umas 118 -1 .0 Neblaska C~, Otoe 6.492 29,509 .1.8 
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Broken Bow, Custer 3,~ 17,656 ·2,7 Q9aDaIa, Keij) 5,834 25,475 3.5 Burwel. Garfield 3,187 ~,3 Oinal'la, Douglas 480,8n 2,296,665 6.1 
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"" 
l ,m 7.7 
'-'!':%.... 7,262 34,656 13> , ..... 20," 95,763 0,0 Pawnee City, 316 1,639 10.3 
"""",, """"" 2,926 14,656 2.7 Pender, Tl'mkln 735 3,427 9,5 
""""", "'"" '" 
2,144 ·1 .4 Piette, Pien:e .., 2,992 ·2.8 
Creghkln. Knox 1,065 5,012 13.9 PIai'rm, PieIce 578 3,099 <,7 
Crete, Sah ' ,336 16,319 10.5 ~Cess 3,682 16298 37 CmIm, _ .., 1,"" 6,9 ... 2,291 . ,6 
Ci.ris, Frontier 
'" 
1,713 2,1 Ralston, ~Ias 3,106 15,096 .1 .1 
DaIrDIa City, Dakota 314 2,,", ' ,3 _ , Cedo< 376 1,006 ·7.0 
OM! C'I' """ 1,<00 7,,", 7,8 - ,..- 678 3,«9 ·9.0 
"""",, - 221 1,393 ~,8 Red Cloud, Webslet 639 3,169 .1 .4 ~":'lt '" 1,026 
.,. R l.ISIwie Sher1:Ian '68 2,499 < ,3 
795 ' ,992 ' ,9 ~CUS$er 159 ... 1,' 
~Ie, Gass 568 1,435 .1 .6 - , ,,,,",, 1,652 8,345 ·9.1 
E~nlelope 332 1,858 .s9 SalttsWI, ScoUs Bun 21,579 98241 2.4 
E """' .. 2,858 10,831 7,8 
"""'" ""'" 
3., 1"" ·12.6 Em Crea, BUflaIo .12 1,911 33.5 Seward 'Sewatd 4,757 22,534 1,5 
E_~ '86 2,026 5,' Shelly, Pol; 368 1,583 9.3 Fairtuy, .Ie 3,336 16,050 ' ,8 Shellon, Buffalo 579 3,084 ~.7 
Failmon~ Fhote 121 728 13.8 ~~~.ooeDakota 9,035 34,561 8,8 Falls City, Richardson 2,548 12,058 3,3 
"" 
8,253 38216 0,' 
Fl8nkin, FllInkiin .54 2,621 ·2.9 'rn""'~ '" 2,273 37.7 F """"I.""'" 23,502 107,050 ' ,2 S paul, 1,211 5,710 ·1.3 Friend IrIe 397 2,350 6,9 SranlDn, SranlOn 545 2,653 .1.1 
FuDef1on. Nance .01 2,481 .1.J '-oo~, Pol< 739 3,746 ~,. Geneva, Fhote 1,724 7,897 ·2.5 '=,- 1,565 7,397 .1.1 Genoa, Nance 266 1,403 ·2.0 S nd, liIooIn 337 1,690 10.7 Gemg, Sc:oI!s Blufl 3,755 17,414 ' .7 '''''''', C"O". 662 3,937 ~,9 Gibbon, BIiIaIo 789 3.959 10 
''''''', 
1,089 5,381 ' ,1 
GooIoo, SheOOan 1,638 7,768 0,' Tecumseh, ..IoIInson 947 4,310 7,7 
Gothenlug, Dawson 2,291 11,025 6.3 Tekamah, BIK! 1,071 5," 3,1 
Grand Island, Hal 52,152 238,659 < ,2 liden, Madison 3n 2,039 2.7 
GIlIn\, Pe!kils ,"1 ' ,779 0.1 UIica, Seward 302 1,498 5,0 
G_,~ 3,1CM 13,222 ~,6 Valentl1e, Cheny ',270 18,489 2,1 
-, 1,570 7,493 ·2.3 V*t, Douglas 1,200 4,259 ·15.0 ~Adams 21,007 98,157 2,3 WMoo, Sa\.ndefs 2,198 10.516 .,. ~~- 286 1,614 ' ,3 Wakefield, ObIon 371 1,517 ~ ,. 1,670 8,821 ~ ,1 Wa..nesa, Chase 258 1,481 0,5 
""""""'''' '" 
2,876 2,5 WavertywLancaster 700 3.516 ~,9 Hickman, l.ancasIef 212 1,157 7,5 W.,... w.: 3,549 17,481 19.3 Hcti'ege, Phetts 4,493 20~ .1.1 W= ater, Cess 686 3,0<8 ~ . 1 ~~rdson 295 1,70< 28 W ~""'"" 3,676 17)37 .s,3 ... 2,.(51 8,1 """,,, s. ... 2,190 2.1 
H~"''' 711 3,200 .s,0 W6IleI'R Currq 579 2,682 0,8 Inwal hase 2,156 9,694 .1.4 Wood iYet, Hal 418 1,848 ~ ,2 
JI.I1iaIa, Adams 169 1,053 9,' ~OrtGage .,. 2,015 5,9 Kearney, Malo 33,559 154,194 7,2 10,260 47,848 0,8 
'Does nol include motor vehicle sales. Motor vehicle net taxable retail sales are reported by county only. 
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Motor Vehicle Sale. OtherSaiea Motor Vehicle Sale. Other Sale. 
M" YTD May YTD M.y YTD M.y YTD 
'999 YTD " Chg, vs 1999 YTD "Chg. vs , ... YTD " Chg. vs 1999 YTD " Chg. vs (IOOD) ($000) Yr.Ago (SOOO) (1000) Yr.Ago (1000) ($000) Yr. Ago (SOOO) ($000) Yr.Ago 
No ...... 216,159 1,010,242 6.' 1,396,419 6,614,693 ••  
_. 
.36 4,044 5.' 1.505 7.334 0.3 
Ado"" 3,970 18,960 21.2 21 ,529 102,286 V 
""""" 
982 5.083 -9.4 4,279 20,675 7.8 
...... 996 4,728 -9.3 2 ..... 10.255 -2.6 
""'''''''' 
807 3,130 11.3 1,24, 5,927 6.1 
Arthur 67 367 7.6 (D) (D) (O( 
"""'" 
1.054 4,623 ~.2 2" ,2 9,389 6.' 
""''' 
80 417 -33.1 (D) (0) (O( 
""" 
1.399 6,640 35.1 6.438 27,803 3.5 
Blaine 79 '10 16.S (D) (0) (D) Keya Palla 
'" '" 
~.2 118 
'" 
38.' 
""'" '" 
3,672 .14.2 2,163 10,289 ~ .• 
"""" 
.., 2,539 22.2 1.680 8.263 8.5 
eo. "'" 1,743 7.550 ~ .• 6,345 29.002 ·2.4 
""" 
927 5,14l) -22 2.730 13.2~ 5.0 
..,. 258 1,192 0.7 601 2,528 3.6 
"""'''' 
29,753 132,095 12.2 211 ,199 996,041 7.' 
..... .39 2,337 14.8 1,$47 8,431 ~ . ~ 4,317 21.643 lU 24.936 '1' ,810 6.2 
.""'. 
5,456 24,243 5.' 36,369 ''')55 6.6 
""" 
88 596 ·13.7 (D) (D) (O( 
.. 882 5,015 0.7 2.343 11.617 3.0 Loop 87 "5 ·7.4 (D) (D) (0) 
."'" 1,158 5.1S5 13.6 1,741 ',265 5.1 
"""""'" 
97 ". ·11.8 (D) (D) (0) c... 3.930 18209 17.2 7.000 29,976 51 
..., '  4,597 20.356 3.' 31 ,400 149.213 1.9 cao., 1,133 6,145 2.2 2.584 12,317 ~.5 
"'''''' 
1.020 5.305 ' .0 2.261 11 ,150 2.' 
ChMS .. 3,418 8.0 2,425 11,283 -1.1 
-
... 3.424 18,6 1.460 7,369 ' .3 
Cto", 
'" 
4,015 ~ .• 4,470 19,417 2.0 N,,,,, 537 2,292 ~.7 755 3,976 -2.8 
Cheyenne 1,262 6,319 12.0 9,267 35.846 8.7 N"",,,, 1,183 '.6B5 0.2 2.663 12,~99 ~ .O CO, ... 5.045 1.2 1,782 10,288 0.5 N_ 584 3,153 ' .6 2.(1;5 10,132 0.' 
""'" 
1.465 5.853 •• 2,~~ 12,025 ~ .• 
"'" 
2,151 9,611 3.5 8,021 36,896 •• C_ 1.231 5.'" ~.3 ~,779 22,401 ~ .• P ..... 396 1.799 -l ~ .O ' 59 2.530 72 
C .. '" l ,~3O 7,173 -2.~ '.636 22,2~1 -2.5 ...... 52. 3,2~2 2~.8 1,166 5,763 D •• 
"' ... 2,285 11,7~ 18,0 9, 1~~ ~3,305 0.5 ...... 1 ,~23 6.679 ' .0 4,701 21 ,828 -1.1 
""'" 
on 3.893 ~.5 5,369 23,921 ' .0 
""'" 
784 4,473 0.5 1.693 8.364 0.' 
""""" 
2,714 13,567 -9.6 12,493 60.855 0.7 .... ' .201 20,158 2.5 21 ,834 101,743 '.1 
~ "5 1,276 -10.1 1,015 4,815 5.' Pol< 686 4,174 3.' 1.m ' .585 -2.2 0"" no 3.867 -2.4 
"" 
' .285 -7.7 RedWb 1,712 
'.'" 
' .1 12,417 54>52 0.3 
Dodge 4,449 20,758 8.5 25,092 115,319 8.2 Ricl\ardsotl 1,170 ' .880 0.3 3,188 15,498 2.6 
""" .. 
58.663 259,560 8.' 490,477 2,337,455 6.1 R .. 242 1,087 -14.7 '18 1.960 ' .5 0,,,,, 317 1.850 13.1 
'" 
2,673 ~.6 ..... 1,730 7.988 10.4 5 .... 22,828 8.' 
Fi ..... 790 
'." 
.10.2 2,361 11 ,831 -1.1 ..", 16,303 73.720 11.2 43,708 192,489 7.7 
Frantw. 387 2,189 -2.1 722 3.'" 0.' 
.. """" 3.003 13,356 2.' 5.705 26,018 •• FlOI1tief ,., 2,078 25 600 3,120 ~ .• 
""" "" 
3.655 18,986 -2.5 26,768 122,442 2.' 
F""" ... 3.029 -18.8 1.'" 10,~7 1.2 
"""" 
2,294 10,290 7.' 6,013 29.689 1.6 
"'" 
2,862 12,8041 •• 11 ,720 56.003 0.5 
......, 64 • 3 .... .15.0 2.705 13,281 1.2 
"''''''' 
286 1.265 -21.2 598 2,817 1.6 
""""'" 
362 2.002 ~ .• 700 3.529 1.6 
"'''''' 
242 1,125 17.7 675 3,184 ~ .• 
"'"' '" 
1,011 -26.3 ,., 517 ~.3 
...... 
'" 
1,710 8.0 537 2,'}91 •• Stanton 782 3,161 5.0 697 3,773 • •  G",,' 
'" 
669 7.' 212 ... ~. 1 
""'" 
m 3.998 ~ .8 2,301 12.551 ~.5 
G_ 381 1.764 0.1 579 2.934 -1.5 
''''''''' 
88 517 ' .8 249 1,162 .11.7 H,n 7.060 31.315 7.5 ~,12O 248,203 ~.2 Thurston 
'" 
2,449 3.' 847 '.096 8.7 H,_ 1,429 6,615 15.1 2.683 14,244 -2.1 V,Ioy .15 2,524 .1.9 2.083 10,173 0.8 
Hallan .. 2,710 25.5 
'" 
3.885 -2.1 Washilgton 3,180 14,588 10.8 7,076 34,802 0.1 
"'" 
158 809 ~ .7 (D) (D) (0) W.,.. 1.026 5,049 1.3 3.677 18,171 18.3 H_ 357 1.934 -2.3 ,.. 2.626 ~.8 W""'" ." 1.955 ~.1 1,121 5.789 -2.3 Hol 1,561 7,152 -7.6 5.870 27,139 -2.5 
"""'" '" '" 
-322 78 398 -13.1 
-
78 547 ' .0 217 929 ~ .O yot 1,891 9,119 2.' 11.198 52.630 0.6 
"Total$ may not add due to rounding 
(0) Denotes disclosure suppression 
s-.»: NKwub Dep.tment 01 R __ 
Note on Net Taxable Retail Sales 
Users of this series should be aware that taxable retail sales are not generated exclusively by traditional outlets such as 
cloth ing, discount, and hardware stores. While businesses classified as retail trade firms account for, on average, slightly 
more than hatfoftotal taxable sales, sizable portions of taxable sales are generated by service establishments, electric and 
gas utilities, wholesalers, telephone and cable companies, and manufacturers. 
BNJi"m iff N ,braJlea (B IN) Stpttmbtr 1999 
Regional Nonlano Wage and Salarv Emplovment'199110 June"1999 
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Stplr",brr 1999 
D '997 • '996 • '999 
Note to Readers 
The charts on pages 8 and 9 report nonfarm employment by place 
of wotk for each region. 
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Regional Montano Wage and salin Emplovment*1991 to June**1999 
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lIDCDln lSi 
155,000 
150,000 
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"By place of work 135,000 
- Current month data are preliminary and subject 10 revision J F M A M J J A SON 0 
~: Net>tatQ ~ 01 UOor, labo< Markel ~ • KaIhy Co!- ...., AmJ $<:hofield 
BJuinm ill Nrbf7lJ/w (BTN) StfJlmrbtr 199! 
Mav 1999 Regional Retail Sales [$0001 
YTD Change vs Yr. Ago 
18,126 
-0.9 
47,341 
3.7 
SIIIIIIIII" 
39,964 
7.6 
16,766 
· 1.7 
II 
SHdIIIISl c-I 
14,493 
-0.7 
II ' ,6~2t9 II I 19,930 I 1.3 ~ 173,231 2,5 
"Regional values may nol add to slate total due to unallocated sales 
Sowoo: __ 0epIrtrnetI! or R....,.... 
State Nonfarm Wage & Salarv 
Emplovment bv Industrv· 
Preliminary 
June 
1999 
Total 887,138 
Construction & Mining 45,093 
Manufacturing 117,539 
Durables 57,521 
Nondurables 60,018 
Te U" 59,776 
Trade 212,092 
Retail 155,495 
W holesale 56,597 
FIRE- 59,354 
Services 241 ,159 
Government 152,125 
"By place of work 
-Transportation, Communication, and Utilities 
' ''Finance, Insurance, and Real Estate 
Revised 
May 
1999 
882,581 
43,186 
116,646 
57,034 
59,812 
59,060 
212,481 
156,275 
56,206 
58,800 
239,020 
153,188 
5ourt>I: NetwNU 0epMment 01 t..ta, labor MarI<eIInIorn'Irion 
Srplfmbrr 1999 
May 
% Change 
vs Yr. 
Ago 
0.3 
0 .3 
-2.3 
-2.7 
-2.0 
6.4 
0.5 
-0,6 
3.7 
3.2 
0.5 
-1.3 
$ 
(II 
a: 
c: 
0 
.-+' (II 
~ 
c: 
SI ... CItY IllSA 
ImlhllllSA 
.... 111 Unclln IllSA 
«<J \..1_24_~_:~_53_..J 
I 
Consumer Price Index 
Consumer Price Index - U· 
(1982-84 = 100) 
(not seasonally adjusted) 
YTD% 
% Change Change 
July vs vs Yr. Ago 
1999 Yr. Ago (inflation rate) 
All Items 166.7 
Commodities 143.9 
Services 189.5 
·U = All urban consumers 
Source: u.s B<r-.. 01 labot S_a 
2.1 
1,6 
2.5 
2.0 
1.2 
2,5 
State Labor Force SUmmary· 
May 
Preliminary Revised % Change 
June May vs Yr. 
1999 1999 Ago 
Labor Force 943 ,736 932,087 2.3 
Employment 917 ,229 909,105 2.4 
Unemployment Rate 2.8 2.5 
-By place of residence 
Source· NItwuka eep.trnent oI labot. labo< MartCIIInlormalion 
BJlnnm in NtbraJJ:a (BIN) 
COl(nty of Ih, Monlb 
Phelps 
Holdrele-Gountv Seal 
License plate prefix number: 37 
Size of county: 540 square miles, ranks 71 11 in the state 
Population: 9,906 in 1998, a change of 2.0 percent from 1990 
Per capita personal Income: $25,814 in 1997, ranks 6" in the state 
Net taxable retail sales ($000): $72,498 in 1998, a change of -3.9 percent from 1997; $28,508 
from January through May of 1999, a change of -0.4 percent from the same period the previous 
year 
Nurnberofworksltes1 : 382 in 1997 
Unemployment rate: 2.4 percent in Phelps County, 2.7 percent in Nebraska for 1996 
Agriculture : 
Nonfarm employment (1998)2: 
(wage & salary) 
Construction and Mining 
Manufacturing 
TCU 
Retail Trade 
Wholesale Trade 
FIRE 
Services 
Government 
Numberoffarms: 578 in 1992, 616 in 1987 
Average farm size: 650 acres in 1992 
...... 
.... CI b 
875.352 4.417 
(percent of total) 
4.8 4.3 
13.6 22.0 
6.4 3.6 
18.0 14.6 
6.2 9.9 
6.6 4.5 
27.2 22.5 
17.2 18.6 
Market value offarm products sold: $229.6 million in 1992 ($397,239 average per farm) 
'WOlltsites refers to business activity covered under the Nebraska Employment Security law. Information presented has 
been extracted from t~ Employer's Quarterty Contribution Report, Nebraska Form UI·11 . For further details about covered 
~sites, see I~ Nebraska Employers Gukle to Unemployment Insurance. 
By place of wolk 
:jllm i ll Ndm1Ju (BIN) S tplm,btr 1999 
Nebraska's Rank Among States, 
Including the District of Columbia 
Category Rank 
Population-iS97 ............. ..... ...... ..... .... ... ... .... .................................................. 38 
PO!lcWOn cha~ge (pe-:cent)-19~O-199? ...... .. ............................................... 36 
Per ntpopulatlon Whlte-non-Hlspanlc-1997 ........................................... 12 
Pe ent population Black-nonooHispanic-1997 . ;t" . . ..................................... 32 
Pent population Asian-1997 ...... ... .......... ...... .. ... . : .... .. ~ ........................ 29 
P: rcent population Native American-1S97 .... .................• : .... .... ... ..... .......... 17 
rercent population Hispanic-1997 ..................... .... ........ . ..............••. ........ 22 
ercent population in metropolitan counties-1997 .... ... ...... .. .. .................. 38 
ercent population age 6End over-1997 ..... ............................................... 13 
ercent population age u r 18-1997 ......................................................... 11 
rcent of population (0 rage 25) with college degree-199? .................. 34 
rcent of population wi Ith insurance-1997 .................................. 7 
births per 1 ,000 populatio 1997 .......................................................... 22 
per 1,000 live births-19 ............................ 40 
oyment rat&--1997 ...................................................... ........................... 2 
'~~!!g~rowth (percent)-1990-1997 .................................................. .. 23 
Employme RQPulation ratio-1997 ... ............................................... .......... 5 
Personal income 1997 ........... .... ..... ............... .. ....... ... 28 
Median household incom 964997averag .................. .. ........ 30 
Persons below poverty level rc 199& .. 997 average .... ..... ... .. ..... 13 
Federal government employment (p ent)-civilian & military-199 • 32 
Farm employment (percent)-1997 ..... .. .... .... .... .. ... .. .... .. .... .... ..................... 4 
Manufacturing employment (percent)-1997 .... .. ... ..... ...... .. ............. .. .. ... ....... 32 
State and local taxes (percent of personal income)-1997 ..... ........ .. .. .......... 39 
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Universit y of Nebraska· lin coln- Dr. James C. Moeser. Chllnrtflor 
College of Business Administration - Cynthia H. Milligan. Dtan 
Bureau of Business Research (BBR) 
"oL~ specializes in ... 
.... economic impact assessment 
.... demographic and economic projections 
..... survey design 
.... compilation and analysis of data 
..... public access to information via NU ONRAMP 
For rrore inbTnaliln on how BBR can assist you or your organization. ardact us 
(~02) ~72·233~ : send e·maillo: flamphear1ftunl.edu; or use the 
World Wide Web: www.bbr.unledu 
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